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Thank you for participating in worship with United Spirit Community Church, a federation of 

Christ United Methodist Church and First Congregational United Church of Christ. 

We hope your presence in the service is meaningful in the ways you need it to be. 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Greeting and Announcements 

 

Prayer and Transition to Worship 

 

Prelude "And Can it Be -That I Should Gain” arr. Victor Labenske 

 

Call to Worship – 

Leader: As the deer pants for streams of water, 

All: so my soul pants for you, my God. 

Leader: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

All: When can I go and meet with God? 

Leader: Now. For wherever you go, God is next to you, waiting to hear the sound of your voice. 

What will you say to the Holy One? 

All: I will ask for what I need, and it will be given to me. I will seek this one thing, and I 

will find it. I will knock, and the door will be opened to me. For everyone who asks 

receives, the one who seeks finds, and the one who knocks is welcomed in. 

Leader: Children of the Holy One, together let us worship our God who gives us good gifts. 

 

Opening Song “Feeling Slightly Better Singing with You” Bulletin Insert 
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Opening Prayer Psalm 51:1-4 BSB 

Almighty God who hears us, we come to you together. Some of us are weary. Others are 

excited. Some are joyful. Others are sad. Some are healthy. Others are sick. Yet we come 

to you as one—asking, seeking, knocking. We depend on you to keep your promise and 

answer our petitions. We depend entirely on you for our life. For the sake of unfailing love 

and eternal life, we pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise “Hymn of Promise” UMH #707 
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Scripture Reading Luke 11:1-13 NRSV 

One: [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said 

to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 

He said to them, “When you pray, say: 

Many: Father, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Give us each day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

One: And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 

say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have 

nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from within, 

Many: ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me 

in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 

One: I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 

at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. So I say to 

you, 

Many: Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 

opened for you. 

One: For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 

knocks, the door will be opened. 

Many: Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake 

instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 

One: If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 

will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 

Many: In these ancient words, let us hear the living word of God today. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sending Song “Every Time I Feel the Spirit I will Pray” NCH #282 refrain only 
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Sermon "When You Pray, Receive” 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Spoken Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Leader: Children of God, as we have asked and received good gifts from our Almighty 

Provider, let us give to others what good we can. Today, tomorrow, and ever into the future, 

let us use our time, talents, and treasures wisely for the coming of the kingdom of God. 

 

All: Whatever we do, in word or deed, let us do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God our Creator through him. 

 

Offertory “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” arr. Cindy Berry 

With “O Breath of Life” 
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Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks 

to P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 
 

Presentation and Doxology derived from Psalm 117 
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Prayer of Dedication 

Almighty God, we praise you for every good gift the Spirit has given to us. Thank you for 

gifts of wisdom, knowledge, communication, generosity, service, teaching, mercy, healing, 

faith, and so many other good things. Multiply our willingness to share them with others 

and do good wherever we are. For the sake of Jesus Christ, our hope of glory, we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” NCH #407 
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Benediction 

 

Sending Song “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” NCH #82 vs. 1 
 

 

Postlude “Standing on the Promises” arr. Glenda Austin 

Melissa would love the honor of “playing us out of the sanctuary.” 

Please feel free to exit the sanctuary as she plays. 
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Acknowledgments 

The call to worship contains Psalm 42:1-2. Other liturgy is inspired by Luke 11, Romans 12, 

and 1 Corinthians 12. The doxology is from The Psalter, a publication of the United 

Presbyterian Board of Publication in 1912. 

 

Pastor Laura often quotes from the NIV translation when preaching. It may be impossible while 

listening to differentiate between what is paraphrased and what is quoted. 

 

All music is part of the public domain or is used with permission by St James Music Press, 

license No. 29302; OneLicense, license No. A-727303; and CCLI, license No. 23172435A. 


