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Thank you for participating in worship with United Spirit Community Church, a federation of 

Christ United Methodist Church and First Congregational United Church of Christ. 

We hope your presence in the service is meaningful in the ways you need it to be. 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Greeting and Announcements 

 

Prayer and Transition to Worship 

Prelude 

**Call to Worship – 

Leader: As the deer pants for streams of water, 

All: so my soul pants for you, my God. 

Leader: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

All: When can I go and meet with God? 

Leader: Now. For wherever you go, God is next to you, waiting to hear the sound of your voice. 

What will you say to the Holy One? 

All: I will tell God the truth as I discover it. I will speak of who I am and who my neighbor 

is. Perhaps I will come to understand the truth about the both of us. Perhaps I will also 

come to know God. 

Leader: Children of God, together let us worship our God who humbles the exalted and exalts 

the humble. 

 

Opening Song “For the Beauty of the Earth” UMH #92 
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Opening Prayer Psalm 51:1-4 BSB 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to Your loving devotion; 

according to Your great compassion, 

blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me clean of my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is always before me. 

Against You, You only, have I sinned 

and done what is evil in Your sight, 

so that You may be proved right when You speak 

and blameless when You judge. 

 

Hymn of Praise “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 
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Scripture Reading Psalm 51:6-17 BSB 

Leader: Surely You desire truth in the inmost being; 

All: You teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

Leader: Purify me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

All: wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

Leader: Let me hear joy and gladness; 

All: let the bones You have crushed rejoice. 

Leader: Hide Your face from my sins 

All: and blot out all my iniquities. 

Leader: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

All: and renew a right spirit within me. 

Leader: Cast me not away from Your presence; 

All: take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Leader: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

All: and sustain me with a willing spirit. 

Leader: Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 

All: and sinners will return to You. 

Leader: Deliver me from bloodguilt, O God, 

the God of my salvation, 

and my tongue will sing of Your righteousness. 

All: O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

Leader: For You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

You take no pleasure in burnt offerings. 

All: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

a broken and a contrite heart, 

O God, You will not despise. 

 

Leader: In these ancient words, let us hear the living word of God today. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sending Song “Every Time I Feel the Spirit I will Pray” NCH #282 refrain only 
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Sermon "When You Pray, Confess” 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Spoken Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Offering 

Leader: Children of God, as God’s holy people, let us remember we were born to be 

compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, and patient. Today, tomorrow, and ever into the future, let 

us use our time, talents, and treasures wisely. Let us give. 

 

All: Whatever we do, in word or deed, let us do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God our Creator through him. 

 

Offertory “In This Very Room” by Ron Harris 

 

Presentation and Doxology derived from Psalm 117 
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Prayer of Dedication 

Almighty God, we praise you for all the good things you’ve given us, for showing us who 

we are, for giving us life. Accept these gifts we return to you with joy. Multiply them to 

feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and comfort your children. For the sake of Jesus Christ, 

our hope of glory, we pray, Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior” NCH #551 
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Benediction 

 

May God bless you and keep you. May God smile on you and gift you with every good 

thing. May God look you full in the face and make you prosper. Amen. 

 

Sending Song “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” NCH #82 
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Postlude 

Melissa would love the honor of “playing us out of the sanctuary.” Please feel free to exit the 

sanctuary as she plays. 

 

Acknowledgments 

The call to worship contains Psalm 42:1-2. Other liturgy is inspired by Colossians 3, Luke 18, 

and Matthew 25. The doxology is from The Psalter, a publication of the United Presbyterian 

Board of Publication in 1912. 

 

Pastor Laura often quotes from the NIV translation when preaching. It may be impossible while 

listening to differentiate between what is paraphrased and what is quoted. 

 

All music is part of the public domain or is used with permission by St James Music Press, 

license No. 29302; OneLicense, license No. A-727303; and CCLI, license No. 23172435A. 


