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Thank you for participating in worship with United Spirit Community Church, a federation of 

Christ United Methodist Church and First Congregational United Church of Christ. We hope your 

presence in the service is meaningful in the ways you need it to be. 

Gathering Music “Knowing You (All I once Held Dear)” arr. Mark Hayes 

Greeting and Announcements 

Transition to Worship 

Prelude “I Surrender All” arr. Glenda Austin 

**Call to Worship – 

Leader: As the deer pants for streams of water, 

All: so my soul pants for you, my God. 

Leader: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

All: When can I go and meet with God? 

Leader: Now. For wherever you go, God is there, waiting to hear the sound of your voice. What 

will you say to the Holy One? 

All: I will pour out the thoughts of my innermost being to my Creator. I will shout them. 

I will scream them. I will sing them. I will weep them. I will speak them. I will whisper 

them. And my God shall hear them. 

Leader: Children of God, together let us pray to our God who knows our innermost thoughts 

and hears our every prayer. 

Opening Prayer 

Almighty God who hears us, we come to you together. Some of us are weary. Others are 

excited. Some are joyful. Others are sad. Some are healthy. Others are sick. Yet we come 

to you as one, asking for you to move with your Spirit in our midst to heal, comfort, and 

energize us. Open our ears to hear your voice. Open our mouths to speak to you the 

thoughts of our innermost being. For the sake of love and justice, in Jesus’ name we pray, 

amen. 
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**Opening Hymn “Psalm 139: The Searcher of Hearts” The Psalter 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sending Song “Every Time I Feel the Spirit I will Pray” NCH #282 refrain only 
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Scripture Reading Psalm 19:1-4, Luke 11:1-2 

 

Psalm 19:1-4 NRSV 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

their voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world. 

 

Luke 11:1-2 NRSV 

[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to 

him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 

 

He said to them, “When you pray, say:” 

 

All: In these ancient words, let us hear the living word of God today. 

 

Sermon “When You Pray, Say” 

 

**Hymn of Reflection “Not My Brother, Nor My Sister” NCH #519 
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Receiving of New Members 

Spoken Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Offering 

Leader: Children of God, as God’s holy people, let us be compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, 

and patient. Let us use our time, talents, and treasures to serve those around us. 

 

All: Whatever we do, in word or deed, let us do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Offertory “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” arr. Victor Labenske 

 

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks to 

P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 
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**Presentation and Doxology Derived from Psalm 117 

Praise our Lord God 

All ye nations 

All ye people, praise proclaim 

For God’s grace and lovingkindness 

O sing praises to God’s name 

For the greatness of God’s mercy 

Constant praise to God accord 

Evermore God’s truth endureth 

Hallelujah, praise the Lord! 

 

**Prayer of Dedication 

Almighty God who hears us, accept these gifts we return to you. Multiply them to do your 

work in our world. May our gifts feed the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the sick, and 

make peace amongst people. For the sake of Jesus Christ, our hope of glory, we pray, 

Amen. 

 

**Closing Hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” UMH #526 
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**Benediction 

 

**Sending Song “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” NCH #82 v. 1 
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Postlude “Joyful, Joyful” arr. Glenda Austin 

(please exit during the postlude) 

 

Acknowledgments 

The call to worship contains Psalm 42:1-2; the invitation to the offering is inspired by 

Colossians 3:12-17. Other liturgy inspired by the language of Matthew 25. “Psalm 139: The 

Searcher of Hearts” from The Psalter, a publication of the United Presbyterian Board of 

Publication in 1912. Psalm 117. Pastor Laura often quotes phrases or sentences from the NIV 

translation of Scripture when preaching. This is not intended as plagiarism but is due to her 

familiarity with that version of the Bible. Sometimes in storytelling, it may be impossible while 

listening to differentiate between what is paraphrased and what is quoted. All music is part of 

the public domain or is used with permission by St James Music Press, license No. 29302 and 

OneLicense, license No. A-727303. 


