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Thank you for participating in worship with First Congregational United Church of 

Christ/Christ United Methodist Church. We hope your presence in the service is 

meaningful in the ways you need it to be. 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Greeting and Announcements 

 

Transition to Worship 

 

Prelude “Here I Am To Worship” Mark Hayes 

 

**Call to Worship - 

Leader: Here we are, arrived, alive, together on planet Earth; and we wonder, “Who is our 

Creator? How do we know the One who created us? Is there life beyond what we can touch?” 

All: I think there is. I can hear the Divine voice all around me—speaking, speaking, 

speaking. Never silent. The sound surrounds me. 

Leader: Are you sure? How do you know it’s the voice of your Creator? Could it be your own? 

Could it be the voice of death? 

All: No, the grave is silent, and I cannot add a single hour to my life—let alone create it. 

I know it’s the sound of life, and I can hear its echo. 

Leader: What does the voice sound like? 

All: Sometimes it’s like the sound of thunder that follows a bolt of lightning. Loud, louder 

than the voices of a thousand people shouting in unison. Louder than everyone shouting 

together, because the Creator is greater than all. 

Leader: Come, children of God, together let us worship our God who gives life, and strength, 

and mercy, and grace to all. 
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Prayer of Invocation 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us. Make us a river of your grace in this world. Let 

our voices unite in praise to our God. Lead us on a quest to discover the riches of your 

glorious goodness. Help us live in harmony with your will. May your kingdom come in 

our midst. In this hour, gather our hearts in unity as we listen for your Spirit’s voice. 

Amen. 

 

**Opening Hymn “How Great Thou Art” UMH #77 
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Children’s Message 

 

Sending Song “Wind Who Makes All Winds That Blow” to the tune of UMH #479 

 

Wind who makes all winds that blow, 

Gusts that bend the sapling low, 

Gales that heave the sea in waves, 

Stirrings in the mind’s deep caves: 

Aim your breath with steady power 

On your church, this day, this hour. 

Raise, renew the life we’ve lost, 

Spirit God of Pentecost. 
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Scripture Reading Exodus 19:16-20:1, 20:18-21 NRSV 

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, as well as a thick cloud on the 

mountain, and a blast of a trumpet so loud that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 

Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God. They took their stand at the foot of the 

mountain. 

 

Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because the LORD had descended upon it in fire; the 

smoke went up like the smoke of a kiln, while the whole mountain shook violently. As the blast of 

the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses would speak and God would answer him in thunder. 

When the LORD descended upon Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain, the LORD summoned 

Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 

 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people not to break through to the LORD 

to look; otherwise, many of them will perish. Even the priests who approach the LORD must 

consecrate themselves or the LORD will break out against them.” 

 

Moses said to the LORD, “The people are not permitted to come up to Mount Sinai; for you 

yourself warned us, saying, ‘Set limits around the mountain and keep it holy.’” 

 

The LORD said to him, “Go down, and come up bringing Aaron with you; but do not let either the 

priests or the people break through to come up to the LORD; otherwise he will break out against 

them.” So Moses went down to the people and told them. Then God spoke [the ten 

commandments]. 

 

Exodus 20:18-21 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 

mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You 

speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 

 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear 

of him upon you so that you do not sin.” Then the people stood at a distance, while Moses drew 

near to the thick darkness where God was. 

 

Sermon “The Voice of God that Thunders” 

 

**Hymn of Reflection “We Worship You, God” NCH #26 
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Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

Spoken Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Offering 

Leader: Children of God, in John’s gospel, Jesus promises his followers that rivers of living 

water will flow from within them. The gospel writer explains that by these rivers Jesus meant 

the Holy Spirit. We have the opportunity to live in unity with God’s Spirit, to discover as disciples 

what it means to live in harmony with God’s will. We have the opportunity to give generously 

as God has given generously to us. This morning, tomorrow, and the next day, let us give freely. 

 

All: “If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 

boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.” I Corinthians 13:1 NIV 

Offertory “Spirit O God, Descend Upon My Heart” arr. Cindy Berry 

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks to 

P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 
 

 

**Presentation and Doxology UMH #94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

**Prayer of Dedication 

Spirit of the living God, use our gifts to transform the world as you transform our hearts 

by the discipline of giving. Help us live as a river of your goodness, and not hoard what 

you’ve given to us as if we were instead a lake. Help us live in harmony as disciples on a 

quest to discover your will. Show us the unity of the Spirit. In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 
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**Closing Hymn “God the Omnipotent” NCH #577 
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**Benediction 

 

Postlude “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” arr. Victor Labenske 

(please be seated for the Postlude) 

 

Acknowledgments 

Liturgy inspired by the language of John 7:38, Acts 2, Psalm 133, Exodus 19, and NCH #283. 

Pastor Laura often quotes phrases or sentences from the NIV translation of Scripture when 

preaching. This is not intended as plagiarism but is due to her familiarity with that version of 

the Bible. Sometimes in storytelling, it may be impossible while listening to differentiate 

between what is paraphrased and what is quoted. In this service, she might visit: Matthew 5:17-

20, Matthew 19; Exodus 24:15:18, 33:12-23, 34:29-35; Hebrews 3:1-6, 12:18-29; 2 Corinthians 

3:7-18, Luke 9:28-31. 

 

All music used with permission by OneLicense, license No. A-727303 


