First Congregational United Church of Christ/
Christ United Methodist Church

April 12, 2026
Worship Service

Thank you for participating in a unified worship of First Congregational United Church of
Christ and Christ United Methodist Church. We hope your presence in the service is
meaningful in the ways you need it to be.

Gathering Music

Greeting and Announcements
Transition to Worship
Prelude

**Call to Worship

Leader: The sun had just soared over the horizon as Jesus’ friends hurried to his grave. They
were going to anoint his body, all that was left of their loved one, with spices.

All: “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” they asked each other.

Leader: Their questions were just beginning.

All: Where did the body go? How does one rise from the dead? How does death conquer
life? How could life conquer death?

Leader: An angel answered—at least some of their questions. They ran from the tomb—silent,
shaking, and astonished.

All: They were a fearful bunch. How could the good news reach the world? What did such
good news mean?

Leader: Come, disciples of Christ, together let us worship our God who resurrects us.

Prayer of Invocation
Praise be to God, the source of all life! We were given new birth and new hope when Christ
rose from the dead. Such riches can never spoil or fade or perish. We delight in the
knowledge that the same power that raised Christ from the dead lives in us. We rejoice
and invite God’s Spirit into our midst—to comfort, heal, and transform us. We are not
silent. We shout, “Hallelujah! Christ is risen!”



**Opening Hymn “Christ Has Risen” TFWS #2115
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2. Christ  has ris - en for the peo - ple
3. Christ  has ris .- en to com - pan - jon
4, Christ has ris - en and for - ev - er
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Christ has 1ris - en where hope died, as  he said and
whom he died to love and save; Christ has ris - en
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and de - nied. Let the moon em - brace thé bless- ing;
grace his grave. Christ has ris - en for dis - c¢i - ples
once burned bright.  They be-moan what is no long - er,
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firm the - mor Christ is ris - en, God 1is herel
spired cre - a - tion can’t be si-lenced by the tomb.
con - ver - sa - ftion, break-ing bread and shar - ing wine.
trans - fcg_\ - ma - ton in  which God is known and seen.
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WORDS: John Bell (Matt. 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20-21; 1 Cor. 15:3-8 -
MUSIC:  William Moore J o ) HoLY Mgﬁ?ﬁ
Words © 1988 WGRG The fona Community (Scotland), admin. by GIA Publications, Inc,
Scripture Reading Mark 16:1-8 and alternative ending NRSV

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will
roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”

When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled
back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the
right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there
you will see him, just as he told you.”

So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. [And all that had been commanded them they told
briefly to those around Peter. And afterward Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to
west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.]

Sermon “The Sound of Silence”



**Hymn of Reflection “Christ Is Risen” UMH #313
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hold  him, nor the tomb in which he lay.
trust - ed: “You will live, be - cause I live.”

BiSSSS == e ==

| 1
g I- 1 : Iﬁi H {
e 33
No bus - quéis en - tre los  muer-tos al que
Sien A - dan en - tré la muer -te, por Je
Do not look a - mong the dead for one who
As we  share the death of A -dam, so in
. =
: e —F——
- : ! { }l I 1 I 1



|
|

— i
siem - prcha de vi - vir, (Cris -to vi - vel es -tas
sus la vi - daen - tré; no te - mdis, el triunfoes

lives for - ev - er - more; tell the world that Christ is
Christ we live a - 'gain; death has lost  its sting and
- . :

. =t

1 — T —)

i

T ——
15— ——

nue .- vas _ por do - quier de - jad o - i
vaes - tro: ~ {El Se - fior re - su -~ ¢ -t

ris - ‘en, make it  known he goes be - fore.

ter - ror, Christ the Lord has come to - reign.

s e e o e -
: ' : = £ ] — 1 —5

3. Sies verdad que de la muerte
el pecado es aguijon,
no temais pues Jesucristo
nos da vida y salvacién.
Gracias demos al Dios Padre
que nos da seguridad,
que quien cree en Jesucristo

-vive por la eternidad.

3. Death has lost its old dominion,
let the world rejoice and shout!
Christ, the firstborn of the living,
gives us life and leads us out.

Let us thank our God, who causes
hope to spring up from the ground.
Christ is risen, Christ is giving

life eternal, life profound. '

WORDS: Nicolds Martinez, 1960; trans. by Fred Kaan, 1972 {1 Cor. 15) CENTRAL
MUSIC: Pablo D. Sosa, 1960 87.87 D

© 1962 Metho Press, Ltd.; trans. @ 1974 Hope Publishing Co,



Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Spoken Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

Leader: Disciples of Christ, we worship a risen Savior! Christ’s divine power gives us
everything we need to live a godly life. So let us add to our faith, goodness; to our goodness,
knowledge; to our knowledge, self-control; to our self-control, perseverance; to our
perseverance, godliness; to our godliness, mutual affection; and to our mutual affection, love.
These qualities will keep our faith in Christ from being ineffective and unproductive. God’s life
and love is continually given to us in abundance. This morning, tomorrow, and the next day, let
us generously share of our time, talents, and treasures.

All: “A generous soul will prosper, and he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.”
Proverbs 11:25

Offertory “Come Build a Church” by Ken Medema
Chancel Choir

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a
financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks to
P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes.

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations:
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**Presentation and Doxology NCH #778
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.

**Prayer of Dedication

Almighty God, receive these gifts we return to you. We rejoice that you are our source of
life! We delight in the new birth and new hope you gave us when Christ rose from the
dead. Such riches can never spoil or fade or perish. May the same power that raised Christ
from the dead manifest the kingdom of heaven in our midst. Thank you for giving us your
realm of love and fearlessness. Help us humbly receive it. Amen.

50th Anniversary Storytelling



**Closing Hymn

“I Love to Tell the Story”

NCH #522
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Of Je - sus’ ra-diant glo - ry, of Je - sus’end - less love.
than all the gold-en vi-sions of all our gold-en dreams.
what seems, each time I tell i, more won-der-ful - ly sweet.
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it, like the rest.
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I love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto - ry, I tell it now to you
I love to tell the sto-ry, for some havenev - er heard
And when I sing in glo - ry, I know the new, new song
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it sat - is-fies my long-ings as noth-ing else can do.
be - cause I want to  share it, be - cause I know it’s true.
the mes-sageof sal - va-tion from God’sown ho - ly Word.
will  be the old, old sto - 1y that I haveloved so long.
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and when I am

Born in Clapham, England, Katherine Hankey belonged to the
Clapham Sect of Evangelicals and established a Bible class for
girls in London’s West End. This hymn is drawn from her
extended poem on the life of Jesus, which also contains “Tell me
the old, old story.”

Tune: HANKEY 7.6.7.6.D. with refrain
William G. Fischer, 1869



**Benediction

Postlude “Take Care of This House” by Leonard Bernstein
Ray Young, soloist
(please be seated for the Postlude)

Acknowledgments
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-727303. All rights reserved.



