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Thank you for participating in the federated worship of First Congregational United 

Church of Christ and Christ United Methodist Church. We hope your presence 

in the service is meaningful in the ways you need it to be. 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Greeting and Announcements 

Transition to Worship 

Prelude “Meditation” Michael Helman 

Cantabellé Ringers, Directed by Dennis Dell 

 

**Call to Worship 

Leader: Some of us come to worship today, weary and worn, heavy with all the 

circumstances that are too much to bear alone. 

All God’s People: We gather to travel God’s redemption road together. 

Leader: Some of us come to worship today, dry and thirsty, longing for relief and peace from 

the troubles that surround us. 

All God’s People: We gather to travel God’s redemption road together. 

Leader: Some of us come to worship today with stories to tell of little resurrections, moments 

of new life that sprang up when we least expected them. 

All God’s People: We gather to travel God’s redemption road together. 
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**Opening Hymn “Spirit of the Living God” UMH #393 
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Children’s Message 

 

Scripture Readings Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me 

in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I 

saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son 

of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 

 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of 

the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, 

and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover 

you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I 

am the Lord.’” So, I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a 

noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and 

flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said 

to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they 

may live.’” So, I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life 

and stood up on their feet—a vast army. Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the 

people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut 

off.’ Therefore, prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, 

I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land 

of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and 

bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in 

your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares 

the Lord.’” 

 

John 11:1-6, 11-15, 17-27, 38-45 

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured 

perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, 

the one you love is sick.” When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. 

No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where 

he was two more days, After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has 

fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, 

he will get better.” Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant 

natural sleep. 

 

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so 

that you may believe. But let us go to him.” On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already 

been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and 

many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I 

know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 

rise again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 

though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 

into the world.” Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone 

laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of 

the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” Then Jesus 

said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

 

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 

here, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips 

of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him 

go.” Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

 

Sermon “Not Quite Dead Yet” 

 

**Hymn of Reflection “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” NCH #292 
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Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

Spoken Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering—Prayer of Confession 

Out of the depths of despair, 

we cry to you, O God. 

We are lost in a world 

of pain and suffering. 

When we put our trust in weapons of war, 

we find no peace. 

When we put our faith in our own resources, 

we feel the ache of our true needs. 

When we put our hope in the health of our bodies, 

we suffer pain and find no healing. 

Come to us, O God. 

Forgive our doubts and fears. 

Heal our brokenness, 

that we may rejoice in your steadfast love. Amen. 

Offertory “O Love” Elaine Hagenberg 

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks to 

P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 
 

 

**Presentation and Doxology NCH #778 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
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**Prayer of Dedication & Assurance 

There is forgiveness and healing with God. God’s steadfast love has the power to redeem our 

brokenness and make us whole. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God! Amen. 

 

**Closing Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” NCH #42 

**Benediction 

 

Postlude “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” arr. Jan Sanborn 

(please be seated for the postlude) 
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