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Thank you for participating in a unified worship of First Congregational United Church of 

Christ and Christ United Methodist Church. We hope your participation in the service is 

meaningful in the ways you need it to be. 

Gathering Music 

Greeting and Announcements 

 

Transition to Worship 

Prelude “How Firm a Foundation” arr. Ron Mallory 

Cantabellé Ringers, Directed by Dennis Dell 

**Call to Worship (Inspired by Luke 12:1-33, 13:30, and 22:26)- Liz Lee 

Leader: Jesus often reminded his disciples of the disordered nature of God’s kingdom. 

All: He said the first would be last and the last first. 

Leader: Jesus often reminded his disciples of the humble nature of God’s servants. 

All: He said to rule we must serve just as Jesus served among us. 

Leader: Jesus often reminded his disciples of the vulnerable choices of God’s servants. 

All: He said we must take our possessions and give to the poor. 

Leader: This morning we gather to remember the true nature of power and weakness, 

generosity and fear, riches and humility, poverty and popularity. 

All: We gather to celebrate that God’s kingdom invites all to live generously and without 

fear, at peace with each other and God. 

Leader: Together let us worship the God who transforms us. 

Prayer of Invocation 

Gracious God, Giver of Life, the One who turns our ideas around, the One who changes 

our minds, the One whose ways are higher than our ways, open our hearts to the true 

nature of your kingdom. We desire to hear the words you are speaking and learn what 

we can only know with the help of your Spirit. Open our eyes and ears to see and hear 

what you have to say to us in this hour. In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 
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**Opening Hymn “Shine, Jesus, Shine” TFWS #2173 
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Children’s Message Janet Koostra 

 

Sending Song “Jesus Loves You” NCH #327 (adapted) 

Jesus loves you! This we know, for the Bible tells us so. 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves you! Yes, Jesus loves you! 

Yes, Jesus loves you! The Bible tells us so! 

Scripture Readings- Marilyn Sheffels Luke 12:22-34 

“[Jesus] said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than 

clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, 

and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 

And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able 

to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? 

Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 

his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 

alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of 

little faith! 

And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep 

worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father 

knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you 

as well. 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell 

your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 

treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

Sermon “Do Not Be Afraid, Little Flock” Laura Ymker 
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**Hymn of Reflection “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” UMH #420 
 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Spoken Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Leader: Disciples of Christ, together we’ve received a kingdom. We delight in this realm of 

God, where fear has no place and mutual generosity rescues those who are perishing. The call 

of Christ to serve as he served those around him while he was on earth challenges us to live a 

life worth living, to give to others instead of hoard for ourselves, to store our surplus in bellies 

instead of barns. This morning as we share our treasures and this week as we share our time and 

talents, may we face the need of our neighbors with the courage of Christ. May we be confident 

that we will not lack as the life of God flows through us into the world around us. 

 

All: We give freely because we have freely received. We give generously because God has 

been generous to us. We give cheerfully because God loves a cheerful giver. 
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Offertory “Evidence of Grace” Gwyn Williams/arr. Mary McDonald 

 

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks to 

P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 
 

 

**Presentation and Doxology NCH #778 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 

 

**Prayer of Dedication 

Giver of Life, receive these gifts we return to you. Help us wisely use them to serve this 

congregation, our community, and the needy throughout the world. In this week, when we 

are tempted to fear, inspire us to generosity. When we are tempted to hoard, encourage us 

to give. When we are tempted to value our barns over our neighbors’ bellies, remind us 

that yours is an upside-down kingdom, a realm of love and generosity. Thank you for 

giving us your kingdom. Help us remember to receive it. Amen. 

 

**Closing Hymn “Standing at the Future’s Threshold” NCH #538 
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**Benediction 

Postlude Theme and Variations on “Praise to the Lord, The Almighty” arr. Craig Curry 

(please be seated for the Postlude) 
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