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Prelude “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” 

John Behnke 

arr. Stephenson 

 Cantabelle Ringers 

Directed by Dennis Dell 

 

Welcome 
  

Processional Carol “O Come, All You Faithful” (vs.1-3) UMH #234 
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Lighting of the Christ Candle “Advent’s Holy Light” Choir 

The Storle Family 

 

Reader 1: “While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son and wrapped in the bands of cloth and laid him in a manger.” Luke 2:6-7 

 

Reader 2: Tonight, angels far and near sing tender lullabies; well-worn fabric full of years folds 

in the warmth of parental love, animals and shepherds crown the night, glowing with adoration, 

while a muffled cry squeezes out to greet the world. 

 

People: Tonight, we give thanks for every child among us, each new birth- regardless of 

circumstance- reminds us of the precious life, the potential for tomorrow, the promise of 

God. 

 

Hymn “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” UMH #229 
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The Bidding Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Carol “There is a Song in the Air” (vs. 1, 2, 4) UMH #249 
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Gospel Lesson Luke 1:26-35, 38 

 

Carol “What Child is This?” (vs. 1) UMH #219 

 

Gospel Lesson Luke 2:1-7 
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Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH #230 
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Gospel Lesson  Luke 2:8 -16 

Choral Anthem 

Gospel Lesson 

Carol 

“Christmas Grace” 

 

 

 
“The First Noel” (vs. 2-5) 

Ruth Elaine Schram 

Matthew 2:1-11 

UMH #245 
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Sermon “Do You Want to Hold the Baby?” Rev. Paul Holland 

 

Receiving the Christmas Offering 

We Offer Our Gifts 

Offertory “Christmastime” Arr. Lloyd Larson 

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks to 
P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

 

The offering this evening will be equally split between Housed Great Falls and Veterans of the 

Cross. Housed Great Falls is a 501©3 caring for people who are unhoused in Great Falls, MT. 

Housed Great Falls opens a Cold Weather Drop-in Center on nights when it is colder than 25 

or below freezing with high wind/precipitation. Your donation will allow us provide hot and 

homemade meals and offer cold weather gear and resources to those living in the elements. 

Veterans of the Cross cares for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United 

Church of Christ. To donate to these organizations, please mark your donation “Christmas 

Offering”. If you intend your donation to go toward your pledge or the operations of the 

church, please mark “pledge”. Thank you. 

 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 

 

Doxology and Presentation UMH #94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, as we gather this evening, all our attention is focused on a baby, lying in a makeshift 

bed in an “it will have to do” stable. It is not lost on us that you sent your Son, our Savior, into 

the world among the poorest of the poor and told us: “This will be a sign to you.” As we present 

gifts to you, we pray they might reach those in greatest need, that they might lift those in the 

deepest despair, and they might turn peace and compassion to those who find themselves amidst 

conflict. We pray this in the name of the Holy Child, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer. 

Amen 

 

Meditation John 1:5 

 

Prayer (Unison) 

As lights are present in this holiday season, let there be a light within our hearts. As we 

turn on lights to our trees, and to our homes, we express hope for the light of Christ to be 

more and more evident in our world. May the light of Jesus’s presence shine in our 

forgiveness towards each other. May it shine in our expressions of justice and equality to 

all. May the light shine in the care we provide for each person. Let there be light, in our 

cities, in our families, and in our soul. Let there be light, in our cities, in our families, and 

in our souls. God, thank you for providing the light that dispels the darkness. Amen 

 

Candle Lighting 

 

Choral Anthem “Peace, Peace” Rick and Sylvia Powell 

 

Benediction 

 

Our Ministers This Evening: 

Minister: Rev. Paul Holland 

Lay Reader: Dr. Kelly Quick 

Advent Candle Lighting: The Storle Family 

Ushers: Dale and Nancy Dallmann, David Holland 

Acolytes: Kaeden and Aalayah Dunn 

Choir Director: Melissa Gilbert 

Accompanists: Melissa Gilbert, Barb Swaby 

Handbell Director: Dennis Dell 

 

Thank you for sharing this holy evening with us 

and for enriching our worship experience with your presence. 
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Our Christmas poinsettias are made possible 

through the following donations: 

Given By In Loving Memory Of 

The Baker Family Jason Baker 

Elaine Balzer Husband, Jim Balzer 

Carol, Marilyn, Scott, Parents, David & Marjorie Davidson 

Bruce & Craig Davidson 

Lee & Chris Ebeling Our Parents 

Darlene Gardner Husband, Church Gardner 

Syneva Heupel Husband, Willy Heupel 

Bonnie Lane Son, Tom Lane 

Daughter, Tammy Jo Lane Lasher 

Mother, Celestia Whitmore 

Brother, Robert Guffin 

All other loved ones who have passed away 

Members of Honor of Rev. Lynne Spencer-Smith 

Christ United Methodist Church 

And First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Linda Redding Husband, Ray Redding 

Sister, Denise Harmon 

Carol Shipley Husband, Ron Shipley 

Sue Skees Parents, Don & Margie Ninneman 

Tom & Karen Spencer Our Parents 

Dennis & Sue Turton Loved Ones 

Lynne Weeks Husband, Jerry Weeks 

Daughter-in-law, Sue Kosmerl 

Nancy Zadick Mom, Alice Grieve 

Nancy Zbinden Husband, Larry Zbinden 

Sister, Leslie Gregg 


