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Together in Spirit - February 6, 2025

FAITHFUL MOMENTS

Rev. Dr. Tony Clark, Conference Minister

Last week I joined folks from our churches in Missoula and Helena at a
climate advocacy day at the capitol rotunda in Helena. Speakers included
Native American elders and high school and college age youth and young
adults. Under the beautiful dome as their voices bounced and echoed off the
hard impervious surfaces, they spoke of generations back to time




immemorial and generations far into the future. They spoke of land and
water. They spoke of hope and change. I drove back to Billings through the
Helena National Forest, feeling blessed by the natural beauty and buoyed by
the speakers’' words.

This week I have been in conversations planning advocacy days for
Conference Ministers in Washington, D.C., as well as a faithful response to
Yellowstone County commissioners who offered the Metra as a detention
center for undocumented migrants facing deportation. I signed an
ecumenical letter from denominational leaders calling for mercy toward
immigrants. One of the questions underlying these conversations has been,
"How do we assure people that they are beloved of God, that we see them,
and that we pray for their safety?”

As late January turns to early February, I am in the midst of planning for
faithful and effective moments in ministry in our Conference. With a very
uncertain future, I am putting events into my calendar, hoping that life will
not be interrupted as we continue to carry our covenant forward. This year I
am focusing on the vitality of the three C's of our life fogether: Clergy,
Congregations, and the Conference. I am in conversations on clergy support
and professional development, best practices for congregational vitality, and
what holds us together as a Conference without a church camp to bring us
together. We will publish updated Conference salary guidelines, hold a
leadership retreat to vision forward, install me as settled Conference
Minister, and meet for the Conference Annual Meeting in Missoula in early
October. Even in the throes of governmental chaos, I am praying for God's
presence in our planning.

Here are a few “hold the dates"” in the life of our Conference:

o February 28 Clergy Annual Review forms due to Conference Office

e May 9-10 Leadership Retfreat in Helena




o June 7 Installation of Conference Minister (place TBA)

e August 6-7 Ecotheology professional development for clergy

I am keeping all of our churches and clergy in prayer. If you are planning a
faithful response or a congregational celebration, I'd love to be invited to be
with you. Let me know how I might be present and how the entire
Conference can support you in your ministry.

Peace,

Pastor Tony
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February 17 - President’s Day - Office Closed

February 18 - Green Team @ 3:00 pm v
February 25 - Church and Ministry @ 3:30 pm ‘ w
February 26 - Board of Directors @ 5:00 pm
February 28 - Clergy Annual Reviews Due '



https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FYV02A2udCNpkjwNQ5OJ-jd_j-brSKyg-prU5PK7sxxWFfdRzX46OUcnbbf7zYXWIUhVAjyfXJgCmSPPPIc_Y94xGOJUweTzDNQRXIATPB4BOpDhT_R3UgpNuilj7DZB7e9QIZoz0skf-dCSkJFzK3P-PZ6SABOW22YMMPtiwWs-eRVVG0TtGMTbEhheMC89Y0WrLvHjxhQFYukg3sel7LdoeXTS-CYjehu33c9QhCd2_jsSEw-t3g==&c=4KuUJC_0Y1IKVHb83ZJjiQGx2tSptTH4_NyJiprpvTA5whECMdCkNw==&ch=c4u5qyw6q-GA-VaVS91dbjmvSG1jWgVUGOYhPjdIM1yf6BIqZOKbuw==

clergy annual reviews

www.mnwcucc.org/clergy-review-2024

Due by February 28
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https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FYV02A2udCNpkjwNQ5OJ-jd_j-brSKyg-prU5PK7sxxWFfdRzX46OTBTcksqEjSJQu6XPIfNZjl2g5gREzL9GXn8M1Mnbn1wte7eKaFJ9Dzd5kMp1i3eTElWkIP4C7oJxbuNcK0lw0UpbpY1j2lobDW5nvfcngU5mHEFuEb6A2I0Hy01DID36D1eFHyOkYmwtkF4TWBF8kRgnoUjGIq6xMZClQbG_ZPFe9f5bhiz0d0fT07dIpxjoQ==&c=4KuUJC_0Y1IKVHb83ZJjiQGx2tSptTH4_NyJiprpvTA5whECMdCkNw==&ch=c4u5qyw6q-GA-VaVS91dbjmvSG1jWgVUGOYhPjdIM1yf6BIqZOKbuw==
https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FYV02A2udCNpkjwNQ5OJ-jd_j-brSKyg-prU5PK7sxxWFfdRzX46OWTUJI9NV4a9T3tvdEHHxm-OAS6WTTFrdtDE6HGekDFYXdm_3WBlw_9TGaWH_M_M5VSFuRxe_AY_4_zPk9qA-2vyLoi9uC6TJSAkerbdMRjUAE-2aV6ERrs-eHLlTbYXBg==&c=4KuUJC_0Y1IKVHb83ZJjiQGx2tSptTH4_NyJiprpvTA5whECMdCkNw==&ch=c4u5qyw6q-GA-VaVS91dbjmvSG1jWgVUGOYhPjdIM1yf6BIqZOKbuw==

Insurance Board Presents

Safe Conduct 2025:
New Research and Best Practices

. Join us to learn about the
current landscape of safe

[ Date conduct practices and

) February 25, 2025 abuse prevention, including

“ Time new research, ongoing
challenges, and best
2 PM ET on Zoom practices to protect our

*Registration is limited. A recording will be ministries.
available on our website after the event

REGISTER HERE

Christy has over 20 years of industry
experience applying social science and public
health strategies to prevent abuse and its
long-term effects. In her role at Praesidium,
Christy has developed customized solutions
for complex organizations such as religious
institutes and denominations, fraternal

organizations, K12 schools, and healthcare Chﬂsty Sth“er
systems. She has worked with clients globally VoA S PR e S R
Christy also led content development for V'ce Prespdent Of.r consu‘tmg
Praesidium's Creating a Safe Environment »-"'I*:.-’::;_' ; ) ' | UV
(C.ASE) training program and has helped
develop many of Praesidium'’s consultants.
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Anthropology and a master's in Medical
Anthropology.



https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FYV02A2udCNpkjwNQ5OJ-jd_j-brSKyg-prU5PK7sxxWFfdRzX46OWTUJI9NV4a9ZIYL5PPJGgoExM5gHgU2iupI5MSA_-nhA0cY9iB8dlatLbk2ZjXr2wekLjEIYVsjqmJaj8q_ih7o2Xm9xwiHdzwzdGppmDgo7fBW9pdrpMlPLlG94Qq3indtFfxPdCMOYwpuqpJwofJ6HuTKwiNi4vHs8IGIaqZZz3txtOYnKtahBnZgijFjV_UsSiA4iaKmBhuiZ9W7SIDCAbCUeIcsMLZtqq_wiNi6fjmJ62o_72_Wg5m9xo76Xg==&c=4KuUJC_0Y1IKVHb83ZJjiQGx2tSptTH4_NyJiprpvTA5whECMdCkNw==&ch=c4u5qyw6q-GA-VaVS91dbjmvSG1jWgVUGOYhPjdIM1yf6BIqZOKbuw==

Creation Justice Webinar

ELON MUSK, OLIGARCHY,
& CLIMATE JUSTICE

FREE WEBINAR
FEBRUARY 12, 2025 | 1:00 PMET
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https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FYV02A2udCNpkjwNQ5OJ-jd_j-brSKyg-prU5PK7sxxWFfdRzX46OWTUJI9NV4a9Tbd-sLRW3-K2p-g4JMJfhVQwfArjoj3zfODozMJ43e9cN-VSIZo7rAkoNar_6g7JXRccufNrWqFBjVcX5_kH2nDKxI6rGJYwB9yzmRhzEwmypZ0_KfubK3boA7xoh25_TSg0p3mFm6VWgKRTtrU7ky-24AY9mWJ05XxRqTcRmTAvvkJ9V7y1ESYS549ogiUo&c=4KuUJC_0Y1IKVHb83ZJjiQGx2tSptTH4_NyJiprpvTA5whECMdCkNw==&ch=c4u5qyw6q-GA-VaVS91dbjmvSG1jWgVUGOYhPjdIM1yf6BIqZOKbuw==
https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FYV02A2udCNpkjwNQ5OJ-jd_j-brSKyg-prU5PK7sxxWFfdRzX46OWTUJI9NV4a96q33gJJuj7H4uHPJJMiLBS_9rNjttT8-soZXjgr38xyZHKypD7juNnGY1kW9wE7CFPAvk4r3_9uXq-Pj_q2JIpRooDRJF4JmbVMnNrWm72UhTJhDZ72kzSk5mrXtYEOedoMqBzLyn1HUnSp3KFIBkI3fGKfjsK-i9PDdj6Oaf9rkkGpYQftwtUtawK9BZx8E&c=4KuUJC_0Y1IKVHb83ZJjiQGx2tSptTH4_NyJiprpvTA5whECMdCkNw==&ch=c4u5qyw6q-GA-VaVS91dbjmvSG1jWgVUGOYhPjdIM1yf6BIqZOKbuw==
https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FYV02A2udCNpkjwNQ5OJ-jd_j-brSKyg-prU5PK7sxxWFfdRzX46OS9jVAS40-UDg9R5_2UA4oWJfxpIYZumPFwpKUfBGDgCDZbIz7OvdZkY_px2NzdTHYrItQiOourEM2LkA152o8TAO2KjRmRATKiaUYFaN9wBEtfzNZLIjCWs3gzyW53qFA==&c=4KuUJC_0Y1IKVHb83ZJjiQGx2tSptTH4_NyJiprpvTA5whECMdCkNw==&ch=c4u5qyw6q-GA-VaVS91dbjmvSG1jWgVUGOYhPjdIM1yf6BIqZOKbuw==
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Rev. Dr. Tony Clark - Conference Minister
Jennifer Penfield - Administrator & Registrar
Patty Martinson - Administrative Assistant

Address - 2016 Alderson Ave, Billings MT 59102
Website - www.mnwecucc.org

Contact Us! - ucc@mnweucc.org
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