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Happy New Year! There is a quietness in this early January, perhaps because of the 
snow, perhaps because of the cold, perhaps because of the short days. The holiday 
hubbub has passed, decorations are coming down, family and friends have gone back 
to their work-a-day lives, and our government is returning to its performances of 
certifying elections, swearing in officials, and mourning a president.  
 
During President Carter’s funeral, I heard favorite words from Paul’s letters that I 
have read at many funerals. Carter’s grandson read Romans 8:38-39, telling us that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Rev. Andrew Young, 
who is an authorized minister in the United Church of Christ, read Ephesians 4: 31-
32, telling us to be kind, tenderhearted and forgiving as Christ was. 
 
The quietude of early January will not last forever. The day of national mourning 
closes with the setting sun, and our nation’s next weeks will include honoring one of 



our nation’s greatest prophets, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on the same day of 
the inauguration of a president who seems unaligned with either King or Carter. How 
that Monday is spent, and whatever our nation faces after that day, like Paul, I am 
convinced that neither rulers nor powers will separate us from the love of Christ. 
How we display that love to neighbors, friends, frenemies, and even enemies will 
reveal the depth of our faith.  
 
My faith has often been challenged by the actions of our government. I cry out to 
God, praying for humane actions toward those living under the injustices of a 
powerful government. I pray that Christians of all stripes will find their ways into 
kindness, tenderheartedness, and forgiveness, and that we all might put away 
falsehood, and speak the truth to our neighbors (Eph. 4:25).  
 
Blessings on your 2025; may you live in the love of Christ,  
Pastor Tony 
 

  

 

 

    

 

 

  

https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VcXwtSlK8RSy9yGeGZGD-pvfEtgiiJ0wV4rjqdniq1YIe7AQxY-lBDpcx2pSMi7fUYUSTYW--_Efl22VjNDY5swhBQUxG8R1NVnfhlBi17X03y1YnENLsH3XmnJPTkZ6p3psDyTKAxM9foCOCbs-QcDWTu5SobJT5YLR2XBiqPC6tB1lvvbt6uUIqIcr4kN_mv6zMic-CcVwknGWlRZcdW11bG6dd9mFyPgZYE0vxmaKdu9c0-ivNg==&c=FaUDQvmQ-E_OqT54sCYqsQ6RuQWoi51cWt1OAvyj2y08H15vydH58g==&ch=-aZT_ya9DcLX1yKADb9-W1J_UWx-Ke9b1APX0En0qInOyQUrzyBJFw==
https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VcXwtSlK8RSy9yGeGZGD-pvfEtgiiJ0wV4rjqdniq1YIe7AQxY-lBC7zwTVunTurPOh1PhT7EiEYMhgWeZmVQLfOeaoW954ne0YGguhxrjTWSzgZ5VsjkmDij7Qd_EUTfifaXNUagiC8oQFifYMCMlNmbV-OaV2IR5ekGa5AyUJjs5kSMA5HtZQzMKpq16kj0CF1kPLNSeKeiSlFSM9lTMADhw3550OAdN7ZeICHXfXJP2sIBKViMw==&c=FaUDQvmQ-E_OqT54sCYqsQ6RuQWoi51cWt1OAvyj2y08H15vydH58g==&ch=-aZT_ya9DcLX1yKADb9-W1J_UWx-Ke9b1APX0En0qInOyQUrzyBJFw==


  

 

 

https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VcXwtSlK8RSy9yGeGZGD-pvfEtgiiJ0wV4rjqdniq1YIe7AQxY-lBDa5WjShb57sl0lkSmaXx3_NmtpTJGv1vx-jeaNs2z1rOmWChAsPHiC9XQScZAHb_l-JEo-luNH2K1yde-z-x86gIsZkRhA5_0WMhXM63l6adti2DU5jdUeh7AahsPeVkQhphwCti2dgIPuALD3s61yvJdisnydGmvasQDrn84_fxNggR63XolAz-B4-v8GVz3Dje5Er87uVPtfmr2z5mvP7FwhgqSNIHEf2KErKNsoyib1fjrXSZRxbLLjajC-ZUUH0uWwccH3jh0zi47iWL23BzhhTeTmPm8uqPgN5zIgtjdjHpRSe4L8=&c=FaUDQvmQ-E_OqT54sCYqsQ6RuQWoi51cWt1OAvyj2y08H15vydH58g==&ch=-aZT_ya9DcLX1yKADb9-W1J_UWx-Ke9b1APX0En0qInOyQUrzyBJFw==
https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VcXwtSlK8RSy9yGeGZGD-pvfEtgiiJ0wV4rjqdniq1YIe7AQxY-lBDa5WjShb57sr94xKg1-cRzZZSLFoPL1XksYbrRdqqxT5V1Pf9XXhjE2j8FdaQUayHbjFxRz8zXa9ivekPo5nURUT0ldvi_e6ObNxq7sWvhICvUBhCk_2MxCWnbPQTQHwcuE6kRRjpJFLV5naYW3ewR4-ML6ZbKG0U1TO1yHbgcM4JNLZxRgyg7HyCSC7xt8HiO79G0FRaR4&c=FaUDQvmQ-E_OqT54sCYqsQ6RuQWoi51cWt1OAvyj2y08H15vydH58g==&ch=-aZT_ya9DcLX1yKADb9-W1J_UWx-Ke9b1APX0En0qInOyQUrzyBJFw==


    

 

 

    

 

 

 


